[bookmark: _GoBack]Study Questions on Chapter 5: "Aristotle: Reason and Nature”
Answer the following questions regarding the chapter reading.  (Most questions can be answered in two or three sentences.  Use your *own* words: do not simply copy the textbook word-for-word).
1. How does Aristotle differ from Plato in their understanding of our knowledge?
Plato was of the idea that concepts had an ideal form and universal form which led to his idealistic philosophy. Differing from Plato, Aristotle believed that attachment of universal forms to every object was not necessarily and that each object instance should be analyzed on its own. 
2. What does it mean for a deductive argument to be valid?
The premises truth logically guarantees the conclusion truth.
3. The heart of Aristotle’s understanding of logic is the syllogism. Define what a syllogism is and give one example of such reasoning.
Syllogism is a logical argument where deductive reasoning is applied in reaching at a conclusion based on two or more propositions that are assumed or asserted to be true.
For example, “All birds lay eggs. A hen is a bird”.
4. For Aristotle, what is the most important question in metaphysics and what is his basic answer to that question?
For Aristotle, the most important question was the unity and substance of things. His basic answer to the question was, although there are important qualifications, that substance is essence.
5. For Aristotle, substance--the most fundamental thing that exists--is matter plus form. What is form?  Define and give one example.
According to Aristotle, form is the appearance or the external shape or an object configuration in contradistinction to the composed matter.
For example, a bronze lump shaped to a statue.
6. Aristotle identified four types of explanations of things or “causes.” Define the four explanations or causes.
Material cause- the material cause is the real physical properties. It is something that we can touch, see, taste and so on.
Formal cause- it is the design or structure of a being.
Efficient cause- it is the agent or thing which brings something into being.
Final cause – final cause is the ultimate goal for being.
7. Describe Aristotle’s “God” and why Aristotle thinks such as a being must exist (p. 119).
God is the unmoved mover, divine and stands as the last cause who is responsible for the intelligible cosmos movement. Aristotle believes that there must be some imperishable and eternal substance since the time and the world are not perishable. Otherwise, everything would be perishable.
8. According to Aristotle, what must you have in order to live the good life (i.e. the flourishing life or life of true happiness)?
Aristotle notes that we must have moral virtues, moral character, good health and prosperity for us to live a good life.
9. What is a virtue and what are two examples of virtues?
Virtue is a quality perceived to be morally upright thus valued as good moral being and principle foundation. Some of the examples of virtue include honesty and generosity.
10. According to Aristotle, How do we learn to be virtuous? (How do we become virtuous)?
According to Aristotle, we learn virtuous by practicing and copying moral exemplars until we internalize the virtue. For example, we become courageous by practicing courage, honest by practicing honesty and so on.

